I
N SELECTING daily newspapers, the college librarian is usually guided by tradition and by his personal ideas as to what constitutes a well-balanced representation. 1 He tries to be fair in his selection by subscribing to the more conservative as well as to the less conservative papers. In the Middle West, if it is a choice between the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago Daily News, he is likely to select both. To demonstrate his lack of bias, he may even add the Chi·cago Sun and Times, the tabloid in which the Chicago Sun was buried early in I948. When it comes to PM* or' the Daily Worker, the librarian of a typical mediumsized or small college is likely to be more cautious.
I
In order to ascertain what newspapers students and faculty wished to see in the library of a fairly typical medium-sized urban college, a questionnaire was submitted to a representative sample of the student body and to all members of the faculty of Bradley University in December I947· Bradley University had an enrolment of 3 I28 full-time students and a full-time faculty of I25. It is located in Peoria, a city of over Ioo,ooo population, roughly midway between Chicago and St. Louis, in the "heart" . of Illinois. 
JANUARY, 1949
The student sample numbered 373, or about I2 per cent of the student body. The sample was designed to show the same distribution as the university population; that is, 30 per cent freshman, 43 per cent sophomores, I 7 per cent juniors, IO per cent seniors. There were 82 men for every I 7 women, which was about the same as the division in the total student body ( 8 5 :I 5).
The sample was obtained through classes in American history, chemistry, philosophy, and sociology.
The faculty questionnaire was returned by 8o out of I25 faculty members ( 64 per cent). Since the responses were anonymous · and there was no follow-up, it was impossible to determine how representative the sample was in terms of subject specialization, age, length of residence, etc.; but it seemed large enough to be . reliable, and there was no reason to doubt it to be representative of the faculty as a whole.
The following question was asked: "If you could choose only three daily newspapers, which of the following would you like to see in Bradley's library? Indicate your preferences by numbering I, 2, and 3." The list included ten titles. Another· question asked what daily newspapers had been regularly or occasionally read by the respondent during the past six months. Table I summarizes the responses, without making a distinction between first, second, and third choices.
The New York Times was selected by more students and more faculty members than was any other paper. The Christian Science Monitor won a higher proportion of votes from the faculty than from students, whereas the opposite was true of the Chicago Tribune and the Chicago S~n. The Chicago Sun had much less appeal than the Chicago Tribune among students as well as faculty. The appeal of the Hearst paper was negligible among the faculty. The Chicago Daily News was moderately popular with both groups. Local papers were chosen by equal proportions of students and faculty, the somewhat more conservative paper (Peoria Star) receiving slightly fewer votes from both groups. The only St. Louis paper included received fewer votes than most Chicago papers, reflecting Peoria's closer ties to Chicago. Very few votes went to PM, either because it was relatively unknown or because of its leftist editorial policy.
Comparisons between selections for the library and actual reading were revealing. Apart from the local papers, which, of course, were read more widely than outof-town papers, the Chicago Tribune occupied the highest position for students and faculty. Nevertheless, only a little over one-half of the Tribune readers thought that the Tribune should be in the library. The same tendency was observed for the Chicago Sun and the Chicago Herald-A merican. TheN ew York Times, and the Christian Science Monitor, on the other hand, showed exactly the opposite tendency, with about twice as many votes for their being selected for the library as the proportions of their actual readers. Such tendencies reflect the high prestige of these latter two papers and also perhaps the fact that what people recommend for others is not necessarily what they prescribe for themselves.
In Tables 2 and 3 , actual figures for first, second, and third choices are shown in detail. Among students, the New York Times and the Chicago Tribune were overwhelmingly first choices, whereas among the faculty only the New York Times received a preponderant number of first choices as compared to second and third choices.
To portray relative popularity, a total score was computed for each newspaper as Adding these products yielded a total score, on the basis of which the rank order of each newspaper was determined. Table 4 will tell him how far his selection deviates from popular opinion. He may not wish to meet popular demand, but in deciding not to meet it, a sample survey as outlined in this paper will indicate the risk he is taking. Such knowledge will be of great value in his public relations program. 
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COLLEGE AND RESEARCH LIBRARIES
II
There is always a strong temptation to base recommendations and policies on what other institutions are doing. To show how closely such external evidence agrees with the evidence gathered from the kind of opinion survey described in the first part of this paper, the subscription lists of a sample of four-year colleges accredited by the North Central Association were studied.
Of th~ 28 Illinois colleges that were asked to submit their lists, 25 responded. The average number of subscriptions carried by the group was 5 (both mean and median) .
3
The distribution is shown in Table 5 . This table excludes specialized dailies (such as the Drover's Journal or the Chicago 1 ournal of Commerce) and foreign-language newspapers, but includes local newspapers of the town in which a particular college is located. Chicago, American Library Association , 1937, pp. 176-77.) 4 There was one atypical college which subscribed to a large number of local papers of town s in its region; these local papers were not counted. are located close to Chicago, and that colleges in Southern Illinois are more likely to receive St. Louis papers than those in northern sections, whereas at least one Chicago paper is likely to be r_ eceived by almost every college in Illinois. Frequencies for the first five titles are so similar that no reliable conclusions as to relative popularity can be drawn. There appears no sharp discrepancy between Table  6 and Table 4 , except with regard to the . Christian Science Monitor, which is highly esteemed by the faculty and is received, probably as a gift, by nearly all libraries, despite its low popularity among students. good and what is worthless. They would also have to decide whether exposing the young to disapproved ideas is dangerous, or whether such exposure might not be a useful . device for encouraging students to exercise and train their critical abilities.
It seems that the most desirable type of education permits the student to make up his own mind. Indoctrination is effective only on the surface. In a democracy we should vigorously oppose any deliberate blocking of the channels of communication. A college library should foster an atmosphere of impartiality and free inquiry.
As to the practical problem of selecting newspapers the college librarian should be guided primarily by what students and faculty want and by what they believe is good for them. Such preferences can be objectively ascertained, as was demonstrated in Part I of this paper. In addition, if funds permit, he should use his good judgment in providing as wide a selection of different editorial slants as possible to meet the needs of minority groups and to expose students to publications they may otherwise never have an opportunity to read.
